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MEAT  CONSUMPTION  PER  PERSON 
IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES,  1959 

World  meat  consumption  continued  to  increase  during  1959.    Per  capita 
consumption  rose  in  at  least  21  countries,  or  in  two-thirds  of  the  coun- 
tries, for  which  detailed  estimates  have  been  prepared.    Increasing  con- 
sumer incomes  throughout  the  world  and  the  urge  to  higher  living  stand- 
ards in  important  countries  has  resulted  in  relatively  high  livestock 
prices  and  encouraged  expanded  meat  output. 

Meat  production  has  been  increasing  faster  than  population  for  several 
years.    Production  increased  3  percent  during  1959  and  was  23  percent 
above  the  1951-55  average.    Exports  from  the  principal  producing  coun- 
tries last  year  were  9  percent  above  1958  and  50  percent  above  average. 
World  consumption  is  expected  to  increase  again  in  i960.    On  the  aver- 
age, foreign  supplies  accounted  for  6  percent  of  the  meat  consumed  in 
1959  and  9h  percent  of  the  meat  was  eaten  in  the  country  where  produced. 

As  usual,  great  variations  showed  up  in  average  meat  consumption  per  per- 
son. Consumption  in  Japan  was  only  9  pounds  per  person  during  1959 1  but 
in  both  Australia  and  Uruguay  it  was  23h  pounds.  New  Zealand  was  close  t 
to  the  leaders  with  222  pounds.  However,  consumption  in  Argentina,  in 
fourth  place,  fell  to  only  166  pounds  from  237  pounds  in  19£8  as  produc- 
tion declined  sharply  and  meat  prices  were  decontrolled.    The  fifth  to 
tenth  ranking  countries  were  the  United  States  (l6o),  Denmark  (ik'j), 
Canada  (138),  Paraguay  (13*0,  the  United  Kingdom  (131 )  and  France  (124). 
Other  countries  in  addition  to  Japan  with  a  low  level  of  meat  consumption 
were  the  Philippines  (22),  Spain  (36),  Greece  (40),  Portugal  (kk)  and 
Yugoslavia  (46). 

Meat  consumption  in  the  U.S.S.R.  at  65  pounds  per  person  ranked  about 
twenty-sixth  of  the  37  countries  under  review.    Consumption  per  person 
was  still  far  below  the  l60  pounds  utilized  in  the  United  States  and  was 


This  circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary  of 
similar  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplemental  issue  of  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  September  29,  i960. 


less  than  in  all  other  countries  in  Europe  except  Greece,  Italy,  Portugal, 
Spain,  Yugoslavia  and  possibly  Bulgaria.    However,  consumption  in  the 
U.S.S.R.  has  increased  from  51  pounds  on  the  average  in  1955  to  65  pounds 
in  1959.    Utilization  in  the  United  States  has  declined  from  the  record 
167  pounds  reached  in  1956  but  in  1959  was  still  the  fourth  highest  of 
any  year. 

Approximately  k9  percent  of  the  meat  consumed  in  the  world,  excluding 
Communist  China,  is  beef  and  veal,  k2  percent  is  pork  and  8.5  percent  is 
lamb,  mutton  and  goat.    Less  than  one-half  of  1  percent  is  horsemeat. 

The  United  States  consumed  around  29  percent  of  the  world's  meat  last 
year,  32  percent  of  the  beef  and  veal,  28.5  percent  of  the  pork  but 
only  9  percent  of  the  lamb,  mutton  and  goat.    The  United  States  is  by 
far  the  largest  meat  producer. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  meat  importer  in  the  world.  Shipped 
in  supplies  made  up  about  kj  percent  of  consumption  in  1959* 


MEAT  l/:    Per  capita  consumption  by  type  of  meat 
in  11  selected  countries  1959 


Class  of  Meat 


Country 
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:  and 
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3/  111 

1/  Beef,  veal,  lamb,  mutton,  goatmeat  and  pork  (excluding  lard). 
2/  Included  with  other  types. 

3/  Includes  horsemeat,  in  addition  to  other  types  shown. 
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